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Bekicr

Kdyz Jakov utikal pfed svym bratrem Esavem, okradl ho, podle midrase, synovec Elifaz o veskery
majetek. Jakov pak &trnact let pilng studoval Téru v uéebné Sema a Evera, neZ se definitivné vydal
k Lavanovi. Lavan ho tisickrat podvedl. Rachel vyménil za Leu, veSkeré dohody otocil proti
Jakovovi, ale ten, i v tézkych podminkéch, v neptatelském prostredi plném nedtvéry a opovrzeni,
zustal vérny zplusobim, které ho naucil otec Jicchak a dédecek Avraham. Navzdory védomi, ze
pristi setkani s bratrem ho mtize stat holy zivot, zivil poctivé své Ctyfi zeny a dvanact déti.

Nikdo by se nemohl divit, kdyby Jakov podlehl. Mohl by se kurator tehdejsi socidlky divit, kdyby
zjistil, ze Jakov Zije v rozvracené domécnosti, Ze nechal déti na pospas Lavanovu okoli. Nemohl.
Ale Jakov sviij boj vyhral. Kde k tomu v§emu vzal silu? U Sema a Evera, bdhem t&ch &trnécti let
na jeSivé. Béhem ctrnacti let, kdy byl ponoien do studia Tory a modliteb, obklopeny cistotou a
svatosti.

Jakovova cesta je dodnes skvélym piikladem. Schopnost pocitat zlomky z déti slusné lidi neudéla.
Chcete mit zidovské vnuky? Ucte své déti alef-bet a doptejte jim kvalitni Zidovské vzdélani.

Marie Terezie na nas uSila boudu. Zavedla povinnou Skolni dochazku a svéfila déti svych
poddanych do rukou vyvolené elity - ucitelti. A rodice zlenivéli, mozna i rezignovali. Pét dni v
tydnu na mnoho hodin odkladaji své déti do budov s ndpisem Skola a doufaji, Ze se jim déti vrati
domu S$tastné, vzdélané a vychované. A radéji strkaji hlavu do pisku pred skute¢nosti, ze mnoho
veci se ve Skolach déla prosté proto, ze se "to tak déla", ze se déti u¢i mnoho zbytecnosti prosté
proto, Ze "to tak ma byt". "To snad nemysli§ vazné?!" slychaval Jakov od tchana Lavana. Casto.




Pro déti

Prohlédnéte si titulni obrazek Dafu... Na obrazku vidite starSiho muze, Ctyfi zeny a dvanact
chlapcti. Celou velkou Jakovovu rodinu. Jakov je onen star$i pan. Pod nim jsou jeho Ctyfi
manzelky a jejich dvanact syntl. To byli ve své dobé jedini Zidé na svété. Jakov mél ve svém
zivoté velmi mnoho starosti. Casto to vypadalo, Ze se proti nému vsichni spikli. Od narozeni jeho
bratr Esav, pozdéji tchan Lavan. Chamor a Schem. Jedenéact synt, ktefi prodali Josefa. Ale pies
vSechny obtize Jakov vZdy nalezl silu pokracovat, nikdy se nevzdal. To je uméni, které bychom se
meli od n€j naucit. AZ se vam bude zdat, Ze je vSe Spatné, vzpomeiite si na praotce Jakova a zatnéte
zuby. 3)

Vitdme mezi nami Meira Cvi HirSe a Alizu Ester.

Musagim c¢ili pojmy

Mate pocit, Ze se se svymi znalostmi judaismu pohybujete v zadarovaném kruhu? Ze naréaZite na
stale stejné informace a chcete védet vic. Ucite své déti na RoS haSana o jablku, medu a Sofaru
a nevite, jak dal. Od toho jsou Musagim rav Smuela Katze.

Mezi ucenci panuje pomérné zna¢na obliba podivnych zkratek. Nékdy si opravdu clovék musi
polamat hlavu, aby je rozkodoval. Vite co je to:

MANCEPACH:
ZMAN NAKAT:
JAKNEHAZ:

Napiste nam na na§ Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Smiltiv-Daf). Prvni tspéiny
lustitel ziska drobnou odménu. Ostatni se odpovéd’ dozvi piisti tyden.

Rav Sacks: Light in Dark Times

What is it that made Jacob — not Abraham or Isaac or Moses — the true father of the Jewish people?
We are the “congregation of Jacob,” “the children of Israel.” Jacob/Israel is the man whose name
we bear. Yet Jacob did not begin the Jewish journey; Abraham did. Jacob faced no trial like that of
Isaac at the binding. He did not lead the people out of Egypt or bring them the Torah. To be sure,
all his children stayed within the faith, unlike Abraham or Isaac. But that simply pushes the
question back one level. Why did he succeed where Abraham and Isaac failed?

It seems that the answer lies in this week’s parsha and the next. Jacob was the man whose greatest
visions came to him when he was alone at night, far from home, fleeing from one danger to the
next. In this week’s parsha, escaping from Esau, he stops and rests for the night with only stones to
lie on and has an epiphany:

He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to
heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it ... When Jacob awoke
from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” He
was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God;




this is the gate of heaven.” (Gen. 28: 12-17)

In next week’s parsha, fleeing from Laban and terrified at the prospect of meeting Esau again, he
wrestles alone at night with an unnamed stranger.

Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled
with God and with humans and have overcome” ... So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is
because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.” (Gen. 32: 29-31)

These are the decisive spiritual encounters of Jacob’s life, yet they happen in liminal space (the
space between that is neither starting point nor destination), at a time when Jacob was at risk in
both directions, where he came from and where he was going to. Yet it was at these points of
maximal vulnerability that he encountered God and found the courage to continue despite all the
hazards of the journey.

That is the strength Jacob bequeathed the Jewish people. What is remarkable is not merely that this
one tiny people survived tragedies that would have spelled the end of any other people: the
destruction of two temples, the Babylonian and Roman conquests, the expulsions, persecutions and
pogroms of the Middle Ages, the rise of antisemitism in nineteenth century Europe and the
Holocaust. After each cataclysm, it renewed itself, scaling new heights of achievement.

During the Babylonian exile it deepened its engagement with the Torah. After the Roman
destruction of Jerusalem it produced the great literary monuments of the Oral Torah: Midrash,
Mishnah and Gemara. During the Middle Ages it produced masterpieces of law and Torah
commentary, poetry and philosophy. A mere three years after the Holocaust it proclaimed the state
of Israel, the Jewish return to history after the darkest night of exile.

When I became Chief Rabbi I had to undergo a medical examination. The doctor put me on a
treadmill, walking at a very brisk pace. “What are you testing?” I asked him. “How fast I can go,
or how long?” “Neither,” he replied. “What I am testing is how long it takes, when you come off
the treadmill, for your pulse to return to normal.” That is when I discovered that health is measured
by the power of recovery. That is true for everyone, but doubly so for leaders and for the Jewish
people, a nation of leaders (that, I believe, is what the phrase “a kingdom of priests” means).

Leaders suffer crises. That is a given of leadership. When Harold Macmillan, prime minister of
Britain between 1957 and 1963, was asked what was the most difficult aspect of his time in office,
he replied, “Events, dear boy, events.” Bad things happen, and when they do, the leader must take
the strain so that others can sleep easily in their beds.

Leadership, especially in matters of the spirit, is deeply stressful. Four figures in Tanakh — Moses,
Elijah, Jeremiah and Jonah — actually pray to die rather than continue. Nor was this true only in the
distant past. Abraham Lincoln suffered deep bouts of depression. So did Churchill, who called it
his “black dog.” Gandhi and Martin Luther King both attempted suicide in adolescence and
experienced depressive illness in adult life. The same was true of many great creative artists,
among them Michelangelo, Beethoven and Van Gogh.

Is it greatness that leads to moments of despair, or moments of despair that lead to greatness? Is it
that those who lead internalize the stresses and tensions of their time? Or is it that those who are
used to stress in their emotional lives find release in leading exceptional lives? There is no
convincing answer to this in the literature thus far. But Jacob was a more emotionally volatile
individual than either Abraham, who was often serene even in the face of great trials, or Isaac who




was more than usually withdrawn. Jacob feared; Jacob loved; Jacob spent more of his time in exile
than the other patriarchs. But Jacob endured and persisted. Of all the figures in Genesis, he is the
great survivor.

The ability to survive and to recover is part of what it takes to be a leader. It is the willingness to
live a life of risks that makes such individuals different from others. So said Theodor Roosevelt in
one of the greatest speeches ever made on the subject:

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where
the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the
arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who
comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who
does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, great devotions; who spends
himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and
who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with
those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat. (Theodor Roosevelt, Speech at the
Sorbonne, April 23, 1910)

Jacob endured the rivalry of Esau, the resentment of Laban, the tension between his wives and
children, the early death of his beloved Rachel and the loss, for twenty-two years, of his favourite
son Joseph. He said to Pharaoh, “Few and hard have been the years of my life” (Gen. 47: 9). Yet on
the way he “encountered” angels, and whether they were wrestling with him or climbing the ladder
to heaven they lit the night with the aura of transcendence.

To try, to fall, to fear, and yet to keep going: that is what it takes to be a leader. That was Jacob, the
man who at the lowest ebbs of his life had his greatest visions of heaven.

BUDEME RADI, POKUD DAF PREPOSLETE DALSIM CTENARUM.

POKUD DOSTAVATE DAF MAILEM, VYUZUTE K JEHO SIREN[I PRIPRAVENA
TLACITKA (Facebook, G+, Twitter, E-mail). DEKUJEME.

Daf tvofi origindlni texty a volné pieklady klasickych i soucasnych autort. Daf obsahuje chibi,
které sice odborniky trapi, vy si jich ale ani nev§imnete. Text neprochdzi korekturou, omluvte proto
ptipadné preklebky. Starsi ¢isla najdete ve webovém archivu na www.doopravdy.cz/daf.
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